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August 8, 2020 

 

Governor Phil Murphy 

Lieutenant Governor Sheila Oliver 

Kevin Dehmer, Interim Commissioner NJ Dept. of Education 

Senator M. Teresa Ruiz, Chair NJ Senate Education Committee 

Senator Robert Menendez 

Senator Cory Booker 

Senator Steven Sweeney 

Congressman Donald Norcoss 

4th, 5th, 6th, 8th Legislative Districts 

Dr. Lovelle Pugh-Bassett, Camden County Interim Executive County Superintendent 

 

The Camden County Council of Education Associations represents over 9000 teachers, certified staff and 

educational support professional members.  We would like to thank you for your hard work and diligence keeping New 

Jersey safe during this pandemic.  New Jersey has done a tremendous job slowing the curve of COVID-19 through the 

sacrifice of many daily routines we once took for granted. In-person instruction is one of those routines taken for 

granted.  

 One of the basic tenets of education is that students must be made to feel safe in their environment before 

learning can happen. In March, under the governor’s direction, all school buildings were closed, but teachers across the 
state continued to educate children remotely. Based on this tenet, it is with extreme urgency that we write this letter to 

implore the decision be made that in-person instruction should be postponed until proper safety procedures can be 

established to guarantee the safety of everyone. With 183,000 documented cases in New Jersey and over 15,000 deaths, 

what price are we willing to pay for attempting a return to in-person instruction before districts are ready to ensure that 

safety is the top priority? There is nothing as school employees we would like more than a return to in-class instruction, 

but we cannot, in good faith, accept this at the expense of the safety of our students, staff, and their families.   

 If in-person instruction begins in September, we risk having made all those sacrifices in vain.  Just this past week, 

Camden County was identified by FEMA as a hotspot for COVID-19. This new report reminds us that despite the hard 

work by the citizens of New Jersey, the virus remains among us, and the potential for a large-scale outbreak remains.   

 No solution offers an ideal scenario for every school district in Camden County. However, the process of solving 

the problem has the potential for disastrous outcomes. The only questions are: how severely will it affect schools, how 

many will get sick, how many long-lasting effects will there be, and how many lives will be lost? 

 

 How can New Jersey not allow indoor dining in any capacity or gyms to reopen, but allow in-class instruction to 

return in confined spaces? Companies are encouraged to have employees work from home, but school employees are 

being strong-armed to offer in-person instruction despite the obvious risks involved. How can schools be expected to 

keep thousands of children and staff safe with inadequate funding when professional sports can’t do this with almost 
limitless spending and resources available?   

 There are still many questions regarding adequate PPE for students and staff, air quality in classrooms, and the 

proper deep cleaning procedures of buildings. Safety standards of New Jersey’s public schools must take precedence 

and be of the highest priority.  

  



We want to be clear that we are not writing this letter to promote remote learning over the return to in-person 

instruction. The benefits of in-person instruction, especially as it relates to the equity of all students across Camden 

County, over remote learning cannot be denied. Establishing now that remote learning for all districts will start the 

academic year ensures all districts can prepare simultaneously with professional development for staff and give parents 

adequate time to plan accordingly, rather than at a moment’s notice this fall.   

While the return to full-time, in-class instruction remains the goal of educators, there is also a fear of the 

unintended consequences of reopening school buildings before it is safe to do so. This option unnecessarily places 

students, staff, their families and communities at life-threatening risks. We understand the need to stimulate the 

economy and to fully reopen all businesses, but we cannot understand how economic health could outweigh the 

physical, mental, and emotional well-being of our children, our neighbors, our friends, and our family members. Remote 

learning to begin the 2020-2021 school year is not an ideal option, but, right now, it is the only option. A remote start to 

the school year is the only option that places safety first and offers the best chance to slow the spread of COVID-19.  

What we need from our state government, which has done a tremendous job protecting its citizens, is to offer 

strong, centralized guidance ensuring the priority is safety not convenience.   

In closing, the members of the Camden County Council of Education Associations are urging that remote 

learning for the beginning of this 2020-2021 academic school year be considered as the only solution. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Camden County Council of Education Associations 

 

CCCEA Officers Michael Stubbs, President Maura McDermott, President 

Danielle M. Clark, President      Audubon Education Assoc.      Haddon Township Education Assoc. 

Jeffrey Emerson, Vice President Mike Mazzuca, President Rachel Gould & Sean Sweeney, Co-Presidents 

Melissa Reitano, Secretary      Bellmawr Education Association      Haddonfield Education Assoc. 

Laurie Gibson-Parker, Treasurer & Dali Kilpatrick, President Mark Gordon & Meghan Reilly, Co-Presidents 

   NJEA Executive Committee Member      Berlin Borough Education Assoc.      Lawnside Education Assoc. 

 Doug Selfridge, President Stephanie Aspenburg, President 

CCCEA Executive Committee Members     Cam Voc Education Assoc.      LEAP Academy Teachers Assoc. 

Beth Egan, Mt. Ephraim Keith Benson, President Michelle Bernardino & Janelle Mungro, Co-Presidents 

Denise Jones Ed. D, Camden     Camden City Education Assoc.      Lindenwold Education Assoc. 

Dr. Eva Diane Lyle-Smith, Camden Adrienne Capone, President Janice Brill & Margaret Hood, Co-Presidents 

Dianna Suleta Morris, Cherry Hill      Camden County Ed. Svcs. Comm. Assoc.      Merchantville Education Assoc. 

Charles Pildis, Gloucester Township Steve Redfearn, President Elizabeth Solowey, President 

Nancy Turner, Camden Co. Ed. Svcs.      Cherry Hill Education Assoc.      Oaklyn Education Assoc. 

Larry Zahn, Camden Rick Pentz, President Christine Caruso, President 

Linda Miicciche, Haddonfield      Collingswood Education Assoc.      Pennsauken Assoc. of Ed. Secretaries 

Rose Casey, President Kimberly Loring, President John Bauman, President 

    Educational Assistants of Cherry Hill      Black Horse Pike Regional Educ. Assoc.      Pine Hill Education Assoc. 

Jane Domanski, President Patti McBride, President Tracey Hummel, President 

    Gloucester Township Support Profs.      Gloucester Township Education Assoc.      Runnemede Education Assoc. 

Marge Vallieu, President James Whitescarver, President Anthony Klock, President 

    Gloucester Township Support Profs.      Haddon Heights Education Assoc.      Voorhees Township Education Assoc. 

 Laila Gansert, President Gina Wirth, President 

      Gloucester City Education Assoc.      Woodlynne Education Assoc. 

 Kelly Kolody, President Kristin Beers, President 

      Clementon Education Assoc.     Berlin Township Education Assoc. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


